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OPINION 402

ADDITION TO THE " OFFICIAL INDEX OF REJECTED
AND INVALID SPECIFIC NAMESIN ZOOLOGY" OF
NAMESGIVEN TO TWOASIATIC WOODPECKERS

(CLASS AVES)

RULING: —The under-mentioned specific names are

hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid

Specific Names in Zoology with the Name Nos. 268 and
269 respectively:

—

(a) saghalinensis Yamashina, 1931, as pubHshed in the

combination Dryobates leucotos saghalinensis (a

junior secondary homonym in the genus Picoides

Lacepede, 1799, of sakhalinensis Buturlin, 1907,

as pubhshed in the combination Picoides

tridactylus sakhalinensis)
;

(b) tianshanicus Buturlin, 1910, as published in the

combination Dendrocopus [sic] major tianshanicus

(a junior secondary homonym in the genus
Picoides Lacepede, 1799, of tianschanicus Buturhn,
as pubhshed in the combination Picoides

tridactylus tianschanicus).

I.— THE STATEMENTOF THE CASE

In May 1954 Mr. Hemming, as Secretary, had under considera-

tion the procedure to be adopted for obtaining from the

Commission decisions on the questions raised on the application

relating to the names applicable to certain Asiatic Woodpeckers

which had been submitted to it by Marquess Hachisuka {Atani,

Shizuoka Ken, Japan). This application fell into two distinct

portions, namely (a) a request for a RuUng that under Article 35

the names comprised in each of two pairs of names based upon
geographical terms and differing from one another only in

spelUng should be treated as being homonyms of one another,

mi 1955
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and (b) a proposal that, consequential upon the adoption of the

foregoing request the later published of the names concerned

should be placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid

Specific Names in Zoology. Mr. Hemming took the view that

the most convenient course would be to prepare two Voting

Papers to be submitted to the Commission simultaneously, these

Voting Papers dealing respectively with the two portions of the

Marquess Hachisuka's application. On the first of these Voting

Papers, to which the number V.P.(54)82 was allotted, the

Commission was asked to vote on a proposal that it should adopt

a Declaration in the sense of the Ruling asked for in the

application ^ In the second Voting Paper, which was allotted

the number V.P.(54)83, the Commission was asked to vote on
the proposal that, on the assumption that the proposed Declara-

tion was adopted, the later published of the specific names
concerned should be placed on the Official Index of Rejected and
Invalid Specific Names in Zoology. The following summary of

the issues involved in this latter proposal was thereupon prepared

by the Secretary:

—

The proposal submitted by the Marquess Hachisuka for the rejection of

the names based on geographical terms given to certain Asiatic

Woodpeckers consequent upon the transfer of the taxa so named
to a genus containing taxa with names based upon the

same geographical term and having an ahnost identical

spelling

By FRANCIS HEMMING, C.M.G., C.B.E.

{Secretary to the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature)

The object of the present note is to provide a summary of the

application submitted by the Marquess Hachisuka in which he asked
for a Ruling on the question whether certain specific names based
upon geographical terms which had been given to Asiatic woodpeckers
should be regarded as homon5nns of one another. The question so

raised was as follows, namely :

—

(a) whether the name saghalinensis Yamashina, 1931, as published

in the combination Dryobates leucotos saghalinensis should be
regarded as a secondary homonym of the name sakhalinensis

^ This proposal was approved by the Commission, whose decision in this matter
has since been embodied in Declaration 23 (published as Part 2 of the present
volume).
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Buturlin, 1907, as published in the combination Picoides

tridactylus sakhalinensis consequent upon the transfer of
saghalinensis Yamashina, 1931, to the genus Picoides Lacepede,

1799, the genus in which the name sakhalinensis Buturlin, 1907,

was originally described and in which in the application

submitted it was stated that both these taxa were currently

placed

;

(b) whether the name tianshanicus Buturlin, 1910, as pubhshed in

the combination Dendrocopus [sic] major tianshanicus was to

be regarded as a secondary homonymof the name tianschanicus

ButurUn, 1907, as pubhshed in the combination Picoides

tridactylus tianschanicus, consequent upon the transfer of
tianshanicus Buturlin, 1910, to the genus Picoides Lacepede,

1799, the genus in which the name tianschanicus ButurUn, 1907,

was originally published and in which in the application sub-

mitted it was stated that both these taxa were currently placed.

2. In Voting Paper V.P.(54)82 the Commission is being asked to

vote on a proposal that within any given genus specific names consisting

of (i) the words saghalinensis and sakhalinensis and (ii) the words
tianshanicus and tianschanicus respectively be treated as homonyms of
one another.

3. If the foregoing proposal is approved by the Commission, the

ground will be cleared for the grant of approval to the second portion

of the application submitted by the Marquess Hachisuka, namely the

addition of the under-mentioned names in the Official Index of Rejected

and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology: (a) saghalinensis Yamashina,
1931, as published in the combination Dryobates leucotos saghalinensis,

and (b) tianshanicus Buturlin, 1910, as published in the combination
Dendrocopus [sic] major tianshanicus, these names being invalid by
reason of being junior secondary homonyms in the genus Picoides

Lacepede, 1799, of the names specified respectively in paragraph 1(a)

and 1(b) of the present note.

II.— THE SUBSEQUENTHISTORY OF THE
PRESENTCASE

2. Registration of the present application: At the time of the

receipt of the application submitted by the Marquess Hachisuka

the questions so involved were allotted the Registered Number
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Z.N.(S.)678. When later it was decided to deal separately with

the two problems involved in that application, a new Registered

Number (Z.N.(S.)834) was allotted to the portion which raised

an issue of principle on which it was decided to seek a Declaration,

the original Registered Number Z.N.(S.)678 being thereupon

restricted to the portion of the apphcation which was concerned

only with the names properly applicable to certain Asiatic

Woodpeckers.

3. Publication of the present application, Issue of Public Notices

and Response received : The application submitted by the Marquess
Hachisuka, with the second part only of which the present

Opinion is concerned, was pubUshed on 15th October 1952 in

Triple-Part 1/3 of volume 9 of the Bulletin of Zoological

Nomenclature (Hachisuka, 1952, Bull. zool. Nomencl. 9: 102—103).

In common with all the apphcations relating to ornithological

nomenclature published in the foregoing Part exceptional

measures were taken to bring the present apphcation prominently

before ornithologists in all parts of the world. The action so

taken ehcited a large number of communications giving general

support to the recommendations submitted in those applications.

Particulars of the action taken in this matter and of the response

received from ornithologists are given in paragraphs 9 and 10 of

Opinion 401 {Colymbusy. In paragraph 6 of Declaration 23^

particulars are given also of three communications received in

the Of&ce of the Commission specifically dealing with, and
intimating support for, the proposals submitted in the second

part of the foregoing application, i.e. the proposals dealt with in

the present Opinion.

* Opinion 401 has been published as Part 1 of the present volume.
* The Declaration here referred to has been published as Part 2 of the present

volume.
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III —THEDECISION TAKENBY THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMISSIONONZOOLOGICALNOMENCLATURE

4. Issue of Voting Paper V.P.(54)83: On 14th May 1954, a

Voting Paper (V.P.(54)83) was issued in which the Members of

the Commission were invited to vote either for, or against, " the

proposal relating to the addition to the Official Index of Rejected

and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology of the names specified in

Point (2) in paragraph 4 on page 103 of volume 9 of the Bulletin

of Zoological Nomenclature [i.e. in the Point so numbered in

paragraph 4 of the appHcation reproduced in the first paragraph
of Declaration 23'* and in paragraph 3 of the summary of that

application reproduced in the first paragraph of the present

Opinion].

5. The Prescribed Voting Period: As the foregoing Voting

Paper was issued under the Three-Month Rule, the Prescribed

Voting Period closed on 14th August 1954.

6. Particulars of the Voting on Voting Paper V.P.(54)83: At
the close of the Prescribed Voting Period, the state of the voting

on Voting Paper V.P.(54)83 was as follows:

—

(a) Affirmative Votes had been given by the following nineteen

(19) Commissioners {arranged in the order in which Votes

were received) :

Boschma; Holthuis; Lemche; Dymond; Hering; Vokes;

Esaki; Riley; Bonnet; Bradley (J.C.); Hemming;
do Amaral; Jaczewski; Pearson; Hanko; Mertens;

Sylvester-Bradley; Cabrera; StoU;

(b) Negative Votes:

None;

(c) Voting Papers not returned:

None.

* See Footnote 3.
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7. Declaration of Result of Vote: On 17th August 1954,

Mr. Hemming, Secretary to the International Commission,

acting as Returning Officer for the Vote taken on Voting Paper

V.P.(54)83, signed a Certificate that the Votes cast were as set

out in paragraph 6 above and declaring that the proposal sub-

mitted in the foregoing Voting Paper had been duly adopted and
that the decision so taken was the decision of the International

Commission in the matter aforesaid.

8. Preparation of the Ruling given in the present " Opinion ":

Simultaneously with the close of the Prescribed Voting Period on
Voting Paper V.P.(54)83 (the Voting Paper relating to the

apphcation dealt with in the present Opinion, i.e. the second

portion of the application submitted by the Marquess Hachisuka)

the corresponding Period closed also in respect of Voting Paper

V.P.(54)82, in which the Commission had been invited to adopt

a Declaration^ clarifying the provisions of Article 35 relating to

specific homonymy in the sense recommended by the Marquess
Hachisuka in the first portion of his application. The proposal

so adopted provided the necessary basis for the grant of approval

by the Commission to the proposals relating to individual names
dealt with in Voting Paper V.P.(54)83, the Voting Paper on which

the decision in the present Opinion is founded. On 30th

September 1955 Mr. Hemming prepared the Ruling given in the

present Opinion and at the same time signed a Certificate that the

terms of that Ruling were in complete accord with those of the

proposal approved by the International Commission in its Vote

on Voting Paper V.P.(54)83.

9. Original References: The following are the original

references for the names placed on the Official Index of Rejected

and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology by the Ruhng given in the

present Opinion: —
saghalinensis, Dryobates leucotos, Yamashina, 1931, Tori 7: 1

tianshanicus, Dendrocopus [sic] major, ButurUn, 1910, Orn. Mitt.

Mo5A:flM 1910(3): 200

^ The proposal here referred to was approved by the International Commission,
whose decision in this matter has since been embodied in Declaration 23^ (published
as Part 2 of the present volume).
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10. At the time of the submission of the present apphcation

the name applicable to the second portion of a binomen was
" trivial name ". This was altered to " specific name " by the

Fourteenth International Congress of Zoology, Copenhagen,

1953, which at the same time made corresponding changes in the

titles of the Ojficial List and Official Index of names of this

category. These changes in terminology have been incorporated

in the Ruling given in the present Opinion.

11. The prescribed procedures were duly complied with by the

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature in dealing

with the present case, and the present Opinion is accordingly

hereby rendered in the name of the said International Commission
by the under-signed Francis Hemming, Secretary to the Inter-

national Commission on Zoological Nomenclature, in virtue of

all and every the powers conferred upon hun in that behalf.

13. The present Opinion shall be known as Opinion Four
Hundred and Two (402) of the International Commission on
Zoological Nomenclature.

Done in London, this Thirtieth day of September, Nineteen

Hundred and Fifty-Five.

Secretary to the International Commission

on Zoological Nomenclature

FRANCIS HEMMING
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